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In the early part of llarch 1949 when the Bulgarian Third Army was on
maneuvers in the aree of Yambol, the infentry regimemt to which informent
belonged war suddenly surrounded by units of a Soviet armored division
stationed in Dulgarie and by umits of a Bulgarien motorized diviaion,

UVD agents immedintely arrested Genersl llarko Atanasov, Comender of tle
Third Army, and some of his officers, disermed them and imprisoned them
under heavy puard,

General Atanasov's arrest reportedly resulted from the discovery of a plot
whereby he intended to comcentrate his forces in southern Bulgeria,
establish contact with Yugoslav troops who were likewise concentrated
along the Dulgarian border, and then jointly merch on Sofia in order to
establish & regime similar to that of Tito in Yugoslavia,

1 Infontry Regiment is located in Sofia, The 1

. |
Bul garien lUotorized Regiment Headquarters Staff is located in Sefim

while unite of the regimemt are stationed in the village of Opitsve: near
the capital. '

Burlters are being built under the puidance of Soviet specialists on the

Komov (sic) mountain,
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